
St. Margaret Mary Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
Minutes for Meeting that took place on Thursday, November 4, 2021 

Elected Members in Attendance: Kevin Sims, Denise Blum, Donna Bodkin, Bill Keuper, Margie King, Sharon Lech  
Elected Members Not Present: Ed Cefalu, Kelly Hartwig  
Ex Officio Members in Attendance: Fr. Gardner  
Ex Officio Not Present: Jenni Petrey, Wilma McGlasson    Recording Secretary: Janice Stentz 
 
October minutes: Approved  

Fr. Gardner’s Report  
In the Parish  
- The guidance for Covid-19 and its variants continues to encourage the wearing of facial masks when inside, which is not mandated at the 
present time but is encouraged. The parish will continue to provide face masks and hand sanitizer at the entrance to the body of the church. 
- Special collections: A second collection took place on World Mission Sunday on Oct. 23/24 weekend.  A second collection will be taken on 
weekend of Nov. 20/21 for Catholic Campaign for Human Development. The collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious will be taken on  
the weekend of Dec. 11/12. 
- The annual Remembrance/Bereavement Mass was offered on Oct. 31 at the 10 a.m. Mass. 
- The Finance Committee met on Oct. 21. The members recommended using the remaining reserved funds from the parish’s education note 
held with the Archdiocese to pay for past and present expenses for education subsidies with Our Lady of Grace Catholic School. The note is in 
the amount of $60,579.00, placed in the St. MM checking, general funds account. The monies from this note came from a parishioner bequest 
in 2005. It was also agreed to close the St. MM Congregation Parent/Youth Organization Account with remaining funds of $6,293.66 at  
Fifth Third Bank now placed in general funds for tuition assistance. 
Looking ahead to November & December: 
- Fr. Dale Peterka is not available on Thanksgiving Day to help with the pastoral region’s Mass schedule, so there will be only one Mass 
scheduled for the pastoral region on Thanksgiving Day at Assumption Church at 9 a.m. 
- The feast of the Immaculate Conception on Wed., Dec. 8, always retains the obligation to attend Mass. Pastoral region Masses  
will be: the vigil on Tues., Dec. 7 at Assumption Church at 7 p.m.; on Wed., Dec. 8 at St. MM at 8 a.m. and at Assumption at 9:15 a.m. 
- Dec. 25 and Jan 1 fall on Saturdays this year. While Christmas feast retains the obligation to attend Mass, the Feast of Mary, Mother of God 
does not this year. The pastoral region Mass schedule will be: 
For Christmas, Feast of the Nativity of the Lord, Dec. 25:  
Christmas Eve: 3 p.m. at Assumption; 4:30 p.m. at St. MM; Christmas Day:  10 a.m. at both churches. 
There will be no Saturday vigil Mass for the Feast of Holy Family on Dec. 25. The Dec. 26 Sunday Masses will be scheduled as usual  
at 9 & 11 a.m. at Assumption; and 10 a.m. at St. Margaret Mary. 
For the Feast of Mary, Mother of God (with no obligation as it falls on a Saturday this year): Mass schedule is still to be determined. 
In the Archdiocese  
- The public review of the draft listing of the Families of Parishes ended on Oct 20. With over 6500 comments received, the timeline for review 
and consideration of these has been extended. The projected timeline for the final draft to be made and approved by Archbishop Schnurr and 
announced is now in December. The announcement of priests’ assignments for the families is planned for February 2022 with the assignments 
starting on July 1, 2022. Some planning for temporary Mass schedules for the “Families” will take place prior to July 1, 2022 with other planning 
not starting until after July 1. 
- At the direction of Pope Francis, a Synod has been convoked that will run from 2021 until 2023 entitled For a Synodal Church: Communion, 
Participation and Mission. The Catholic Church has at times called Synods to bring forth the voice of the faithful from a diocese, a country or 
from around the world. Pope Francis announced this global Synod in September 2021. The Holy Father opened the world-wide Synod on 
October 10, 2021 in Rome. On Sunday, October 17, 2021, the Synod was opened with a Mass in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati at the Cathedral 
Basilica while recognized or celebrated in parishes that same weekend. More information on this is to be forthcoming. 
O.L.G. School  
- There is nothing to report on work related to the OLG school lease with St. Ann. Fr. McCarthy has presented OLG with a third update of the 
lease with changes indicated in light of Beacons of Light.  
- Fr. Jerry presided at the school liturgy on Oct. 19, and will preside again on Nov. 9. 
 
Faith Formation Director’s Report – report submitted by Wilma 
NOTE: Unless otherwise stated, questions or requests for additional information for any of the Faith Formation activities mentioned below 
should be directed to the parish Faith Formation Director, Wilma McGlasson at wmcglasson@fuse.net or the parish office, 521-7387. 
C.L.O.W.: Leaders continue to mail information to the families until they feel safe to return to Mass. 
P.R.E.P.: There are just a few children in this program which is offered through home school. Wilma will continue to look for families who may  
be interested. 
Sacraments: Children in the 2nd grade are being prepared for First Reconciliation and First Communion. There are two students enrolled in the 
Confirmation program. The families of both programs meet with Wilma as needed. 
Dynamic Catholic Book Club: The group meets monthly as they observe masking and other guidelines due to the pandemic. 
Safe Environment: Any adult working with children needs to take part in this program. Contact the parish office for more information. 



D.R.E.: Many activities with other parish leaders and the Archdiocese have been taking place on ZOOM during the pandemic. Wilma’s 
professional organization, CREA, meets once monthly which helps them to keep current regarding issues in their field of service. 
 
Communications Commission (CC): Janice reported 
There have been no meetings. Janice reported that the annual parish Guidebook/Directory is currently being reviewed for changes for  
the 2022 issue. It was reminded that all phone numbers now need to have the 513 area code added to them so she’ll make sure it’s done. 
 
Finance: report submitted by Jenni 
The parish monthly finance report ending on Oct. 30 was presented to Council. 
 
Buildings & Grounds: Fr. Jerry reported 
There are currently no large projects in progress. 
 
Parish Bingo program: Denise reported  
After attempting to restart the parish bingo program under the restrictions necessary due to Covid, it has been decided that the parish Friday 
Night Bingo program will be permanently discontinued, taking place for the last time on Fri., Nov. 5. Denise is coordinating with the instants 
provider to dispose of and/or return unused games if possible. The newer bingo machine can be sold and some inventory will need to be 
destroyed. A motion was made that the bingo committee should do whatever needs to be done to close the program and dissolve its assets. It 
was also suggested that special thanks go out to Roger and Debbie Klein for their hard work overseeing the program as well as all others on the 
team past and present, and all the many volunteers who made the program as successful as it was over the years.   
 
Old business – 100th Anniversary Dinner & Heritage Room - Donna and Janice reported 
- The anniversary dinner went very well with 107 people attending. The meal was catered by former student/parishioner Ken Rutz with  
many compliments on how good the food was. Decorated cakes were from NCH bakery. Donna thanked all who helped to make the evening  
a fun success from planning to setup and decorating to the cleanup. The final cost of the dinner, minus flowers was $1991.00 which was paid 
out of the general funds raised for the 100th anniversary prior to Covid delaying the celebration. Photos of the event can be viewed on the 
parish website. 
- Six Sisters of the Precious Blood were able to join the parish for Mass and the dinner as honored guests. They were given time to tour the 
Heritage Room and were gifted with a set of prints from the room that they were able to take back to their archivist. They enjoyed themselves 
while visiting with parishioners and former students who were in attendance and very complimentary of the meal and the event in general, 
pleased to have been included in the celebration.  
The sisters who attended were:  
Sr. Nancy Kinross – daughter of the parish, graduated from St. MM school in 1957  
Sr. Alice Schoettelkotte – taught at St. MM from 1970 to 1980  
Sr. Charlene Heidenreich – taught at St. MM from 1969 to 1973  
Sr. Madonna Ratermann – daughter of the parish, graduated from St. MM school in 1950 and was the principal at St. MM from 1970 to 1983  
Sr. Dolores Keller – taught at St. MM from 1962 to 1967 and most recently served on St. MM’s Parish Council and in other roles as a 
parishioner.  
Sr. Joan DeChristopher – taught at St. MM from 1957 to 1959  
- The Heritage Room is now open to the public. It will be open after the weekend Masses through November. After November the interest will be 
assessed and decisions made for future opportunities. More to come on this. 
 
Ongoing business – Casino Night 2022  
The date for Casino Night has been set for Sat. Feb. 26, 2022. The planning has begun and there will be a need for volunteer help in all 
capacities to make the evening a success. There will again be a Mega split-the-pot to be drawn at the end of the evening with tickets being 
made ready to mail to households soon.  
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Next PC meeting: Thur., Jan. 6, 2022 at 6:30 p.m.  

Minutes prepared by Janice Stentz  


